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1.0
Recommendation: 
1.1
That the LDF Steering Group makes the following comments on the Investing in Green Places: South East Dorset Green Infrastructure Strategy Consultation Draft: 

Although the LDF Steering Group supports the general thrust of the Green Infrastructure Strategy it has some reservations about committing resources to the implementation of a partnership strategy at this present time.  The Council can not commit to directing existing or potential future resources to the funding of Strategic Green Infrastructure projects beyond the borough boundary. In addition the Council is unwilling to impose unreasonable financial demands in the way of financial contributions or a community infrastructure levy on developers to fund such strategic green infrastructure beyond the borough boundary.

The Council’s immediate priority is to provide for the maintenance and enhancement of the boroughs green infrastructure, in some instances this will have a strategic function and its delivery will continue in some circumstances to involve working with other partners. Provision of green infrastructure in the borough will support the principles of the draft GI Strategy and evidence base. The Council will continue to work on cross boundary initiatives with a range of partners where the need for co-operation occurs.
2.0
Reasons for recommendation:
2.1
To enable a response to be made on the GI Strategy consultation draft.
Supporting Information:
3.0
Background detail:
3.1 Green Infrastructure as a concept is becoming more commonly used. Green infrastructure includes, for example, a network of ‘multi-functional’ spaces, habitats, and corridors, both urban and rural. The full Green Infrastructure Strategy (GI Strategy) and appendices can be accessed at: http://www.dorsetforyou.com/greeninfrastructure
3.2
The provision of green infrastructure enhances existing urban and rural environments for local people, businesses and visitors and contributes towards a robust natural environment. It recognises that greenspace is not just valuable for its amenity recreation value but that it is ‘multifunctional’ performing other sustainable urban functions such as health benefits, encouraging tourism and other inward investment, enhancing biodiversity and habitats, and mitigation and adaptation to the impacts of climate change. This approach is complimentary to other corporate priorities in the Corporate Plan and the Sustainable Community Strategy. 
3.3
A key point is that the GI Strategy is intended to deliver strategic level green infrastructure in a coordinated manner working with other authorities and partners across SE Dorset. It is aimed at ensuring that planned development and existing residents in SE Dorset are adequately supported by strategic green infrastructure. The strategy has been prepared by the SE Dorset Green Infrastructure Steering Group, a partnership of local authorities, Natural England, the Environment Agency and Forestry Commission. This co-ordinated strategic level provision goes beyond what the council presently does e.g. providing for the needs of Bournemouth residents and visitors in the shape of parks, nature conservation management, cycle ways, beach management etc although in some cases local provision will overlap with what can be termed strategic green infrastructure. Leisure Services do already work on some cross boundary provision with neighbouring authorities and other partners, for example the joint heathland interim planning framework is a joint initiative, as are some cycle lane initiatives and coastal management.
3.4
The GI Strategy identifies seven generic themes. These are initiatives which closely reflect the distinctive attributes of the area and also are where some of the main challenges lie in managing and delivering green infrastructure: These are:
· Theme 1: Coast – A Year-round Destination

· Theme 2: Active Travel Routes

· Theme 3: Water and Flood Management

· Theme 4: Enhancing the Urban Environment

· Theme 5: Green Space Creation and Enhancement

· Theme 6: Habitat Creation and Restoration

· Theme 7: Celebrating Heritage

3.5
Fourteen strategic projects have been identified in the GI Strategy. The main focus of the projects is upon the enhancement of existing assets in the area. Appendix 2 of the draft strategy expands on the following projects, those in bold will be partly in Bournemouth. Some have indicative costs highlighted although limited costing work has been carried out to date. 
1. Lower Stour Valley - Promoting an ‘exemplar’ of sustainable land management, encouraging public access through increased walking and cycling along a significant linear route, flood attenuation and biodiversity/landscape enhancements;
2. Upton Country Park;

3. Castleman Trailway;

4. Cycleways 
5. Enjoying Water – Promoting economic, environmental and social aspects of water-based recreation, both coastal and inland, compliments Environment Agency strategies; 
6. Greenways, Coast and Chine’s – Managing and restoring the habitat, landscape quality, accessibility and public realm of the seafront, cliffs and chine’s, encouraging sustainable eco-tourism all year round.
7. Moors Valley Extension;

8. Avon Heath Enhancement;

9. Local Food/Community Garden Initiative – Encourage and support a range of co-ordinated community gardens and allotments across the sub-region;
10. Local Open Spaces; 

11. Woodland Restoration;

12. Heath Restoration;

13. Urban Street Trees – Implement a major street tree planting programme;
14. Historic Environment Liaison.

4.0
Consultation

4.1
As part of the preparation of the evidence base informing the GI Strategy, a stakeholder consultation workshop was held in June 2009. A joint local authority councillor’s workshop followed in November 2009 and helped to steer the preparation of a first draft GI Strategy. The GI evidence base study, prepared by Land Use Consultants, was reported to the LDF Steering Group in May 2010. Members agreed to include the study as part of the LDF evidence base and generally endorse the principle of preparing a GI Strategy for SE Dorset.  

4.2
Further stakeholder engagement, including a consultation event, was held in July 2010.  Various key local interests were represented, including elected members. The response was broadly positive and supportive of the principle of a green infrastructure strategy. 

4.3
The Dorset and South Wiltshire Planning and Transportation Liaison Committee of the 3rd February 2011 endorsed the revised draft GI Strategy for the purposes of public consultation. It is intended that following the consultation (ends on March 28th), a final draft strategy document will be prepared, taking account of responses. This will be brought back to the liaison committee for endorsement in the spring. Partners responsible for its preparation, including Bournemouth Borough Council, will then be invited to endorse it. Once this occurs the final strategy document will be published, likely to be in May, allowing for partner endorsement.  
4.4
The GI Strategy is not a binding statutory document and it will be a matter for the partners to determine how best to use it in advancing the delivery of green infrastructure. The intention is for the partners to continue to work together to develop a more detailed delivery framework for the strategy and to include policies delivering green infrastructure in LDF documents and leisure strategies.  

4.5
To date the Borough LDF Core Strategy preferred options consultation draft of June 2010 has taken forward some of the ideas emerging in the GI Strategy. Policy CS28 has highlighted the Stour Valley as a potential sub-regionally significant park and habitat resource, policies CS26 and CS27 promote more locally significant green infrastructure and access to it across the borough. These policies were generally supported in representations providing that a viable delivery mechanism can be put in place.
5.0 Alternative Options Considered
5.1
N/A.
6.0 Summary of Financial/Resource Implications

6.1
Chapter 7 of the GI Strategy sets out the general thrust of how strategic GI will be delivered and implemented. Potential sources of funding are identified on pages 46 – 50. Amongst these potential funding sources the following will have implications for the Borough Council: New Homes Bonus, Section 106 contributions, heathland mitigation contributions, Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), EU funding, local authority capital and revenue programmes, local authority grant schemes, LTP3, and the PCT transferring responsibility to the local authority. Numerous other funding agencies and funding mechanisms are also identified.
6.2
The Liaison Committee Report stressed that ‘A key purpose of developing a green infrastructure strategy is to make effective and efficient use of various strategies and delivery mechanisms which are already in place to deliver green infrastructure benefits. For instance, each local authority will have a need to address open space and recreation needs and ensure development is providing necessary mitigation for heathland impacts, while the local transport plan will need to consider sustainable transport initiatives such as walking and cycling. Furthermore, the health authority will be keen to support measures which encourage health and active lifestyles. There is also a strong economic case for green infrastructure in that it improves land values, attracts employees and businesses to an area and reduces health costs. In addition it complements the commitment of the Multi Area Agreement for Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole to the green knowledge economy, a key driver for which is the quality of the environment’. 
6.3 
The majority of the above mentioned funding streams already fund the provision of local open space and heathland mitigation contributions fund more strategic projects, both inside and out of the borough. The GI Strategy will be looking to deliver additional strategic level projects that in some cases will be sited outside the borough.
6.4
However Bournemouth Leisure Services have reservations about the capacity of existing, and any likely future, resources to deliver such strategic green infrastructure outside the borough. In addition the capacity needed to manage the Boroughs input into implementing a GI Strategy could put an unreasonable burden on that section. The priority for Leisure Services is to provide locally accessible green spaces and other green assets for Bournemouth residents and visitors. Some of the above mentioned projects are already being implemented or planned for by the council. In addition councillors have expressed concerns about development viability and future levels of funding from other sources.  The emerging debate on CIL will determine what the council deem appropriate to charge developers. Not withstanding this, a principle of the GI Strategy is that a number of different agencies will be making various investment decisions which can have a bearing upon the coordinated delivery of strategic green infrastructure.
7.0 Summary of Legal implications

7.1
As this report is requesting that members make a response to a consultation 
document no legal implications have been identified.
8.0 Summary of Environmental impact
8.1
The GI Strategy has been the subject of sustainability appraisal, this can be accessed at: 

http://www.dorsetforyou.com/media.jsp?mediaid=160138&filetype=pdf
This appraisal has tested the themes, corridors, zones and strategic projects against a range of sustainability objectives. In summary the appraisal has found that the GI strategy has a positive effect on the environment of south east Dorset. The sustainability appraisal includes a health impact assessment.
9.0 Summary of equalities and diversity impact

9.1
The strategy has been the subject of an equalities impact assessment, this can be accessed at:
http://www.dorsetforyou.com/media.jsp?mediaid=159694&filetype=pdf
The recommendations from the assessment have been taken into account in preparing the strategy.
10.0 Summary of risk assessment

10.1
As this report is requesting that members make a response to a consultation document no risk assessment has been completed. The Liaison Committee report referred to a Budget/Risk Assessment highlighting that to date partners has contributed £36,000 towards the preparation of the GI Strategy. 
Background Papers
Investing in Green Places: South East Dorset Green Infrastructure Strategy Consultation Draft
South East Dorset Green Infrastructure: Evidence and Opportunities Study, LUC, February 2010.
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